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https://docs.google.com/file/d/1OnFQAZhQH3xDXdPFA2n6g8AkshxkRL5K/preview

Shoulda Got a Guide: Summary

Your friends and family are great company,
but they haven’t been the best navigators.
You know what you need this time? A
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KCOT: Tour Guide Creative
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How Tourism works for Kane County

Total Travel & Tourism Jobs

267 1,613

Direct Jobs Indirect & Induced Jobs ¢ 3l

Direct Travel & Tourism Jobs Direct Travel & Tourism Jobs by Job Type*

Accommodations 732

Auto Repair 118
Foodservice mmmm 164
Gas Stations =m 77
Grocery Stores ® 49
Museums 118
Other/Personal Services |1 6
Performing Arts 17
Recreation mm—m 252

2019 2020 2021 2022 2023 Retail m44

Kem C. Gardner
POLICY INSTITUTE
%, THE UNIVERSITY OF UTAH

DAVID ECCLES SCHOOL OF BUSINESS




Figure 31: Private Leisure & Hospitality Job Share of Total
Private Jobs by County, 2022
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Note: Private full- and part-time jobs; self-employed not included.
Source: Kem C. Gardner Policy Institute analysis of U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics data

https://travel.utah.gov/travel-trade/travel-trade




Kane County Visitors from the USA

0.8% 11%
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Kane County International Visitors

1.Canada 6. South Korea
2. France 7. Netherlands
3. Germany 8. Switzerland
4.China 9. Australia

5. United Kingdom 10. Italy

Tourism Economics:

We anticipate a significant 8.7% decline in
international visitor arrivals to the US this year,
reflecting factors including negative sentiment

shifts and uncertainty about immigration and
border policies.




Kane County Hotel Occupancy
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Kane County Vacation Rentals

@® BigWater @ Duck Creek @ Glendale-Alton @ Kanab @ MtCarmel @ Orderville
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Vehicles that exceed
for the historic Zion-
will need to use other

routes to access Zion
National Park.

unt Carmel Highway Large Vehicle Travel

Beginning June 7, 2026 large vehicles will be
rerouted from the Zion-Mount Carmel Highway
to improve safety & protect resources.

The historic Zion-Mount Carmel
Highway was built almost 100 years ago. Some large vehicles cannot use the road
without crossing the centerline into oncoming traffic. Vehicles over 50,000

pounds exceed the weight limits for multiple historic bridges.
Vehicles taller & wider than the limit cannot pass through
the historic tunnel without stopping oncoming traffic.

s Alternate Route from
Zion to Bryce Canyon on
Hwy 20 adds 63 miles
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35 9" long Go to www.nps.gov/zion
(10.9m) for current information

11’ 47 tall
(3.45m)

50,000 Ibs

Zion-Mount Carmel Highway
Large Vehicle

Travel

History of the Road

The Zion-Mount Carmel st o 0 N :
Highway (ZMCH) opened in 1930, 3 I DOt T
connecting State Route 9 between the South and / i <
East Entrances of Zion National Park. The 10.7-mile 7 <"~ " Sm i

road was designed to blend into the landscape with 4=
tight turns, steep grades, narrow lanes, and historic
bridges and tunnels. It is listed on the National Register
of Historic Places and is designated as a Historic Civil 2 .
Engineering Landmark. St . X = ;
As vehicles grew in size, the National Park Service ';i]!]-%~ \‘{-’EJ:\_._,
established laws in 1984 regulating their use on the ZMCH % ™% e g
in the interest of public safety. These laws are codified in N

section 36 of the Code of Federal Regulations (36 CFR §7.10).

Size Limits

Numerous studies and assessments have verified that vehicles exceeding established size limits
cause safety concerns, impede traffic, and could damage structures on the ZMCH. Those size
restrictions are based on the road’s historic design:

» The historic tunnel is narrow and low. Vehicles wider than 7 feet 10 inches (2.39 m) and taller
than 11 feet 4 inches (3.45 m) do not fit in a single traffic lane through the tunnel.

« Vehicles longer than 35 feet 9 inches (10.9 m) long cannot stay in one lane due to tight turns.

+ Multiple historic bridges are rated to carry no more than 50,000 pounds (22,680 kg).

Those large vehicles cannot safely travel on the ZMCH. So starting June 7, 2026 the
National Park Service plans to reroute large vehicles to reduce the likelihood of

collisions; protect life, health, and property; and prevent harm to the plants, animals,
and historic road features that make Zion a special place to visit.

Traffic Toda

In 2016, 41 minutes out of each hour saw traffic stopped in at least one direction to facilitate tunnel
travel for select large vehicles. About 1.6% of the total traffic in the park, or an average of about 98
vehicles per day, are larger than can safely drive the ZMCH. About 64% of oversized vehicles are
RVs, 11% are motor coaches/buses, and the remaining 25% are other types of large vehicles.

I'he park considered numerous options to address these issues, but they all created additional
safety, traffic, resource, or experience-related concerns. Drivers of large vehicles will still be able to
access and recreate in Zion National Park and can follow alternate routes to travel around Zion.
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immersive experiences that connect them with the heart and soul of a destmatlon and 4
create memories that last a lifetime. If you'd like to take your visitor offerings to the pot |
next level, there's an exciting new program offered through the Utah Office of Toursim

that will help you do just that.

v




QRO b\ ErTs

=~

» Engage in a masters class on experience
design

* Receive expert guidance monthly from tourism
experience consultant, Joe Veneto

« Create unique offerings and new revenue
streams for your business

* Get a professional toolkit filled with templates,
examples and marketing/PR materials

« Gain exposure through your local Destination
Marketing Organization (DMO)

» Attract more business from leisure, local,
meetings, group travel, and international markets

* Build an exclusive network with other
participating tourism organizations

@ COMMITMENT

« Eight monthly group workshops with Joe Veneto
and the Utah Office of Tourism (virtually or in
person) to assist you in developing, crafting,
scripting and staging your experience(s)

» Monthly one-on-one coaching sessions with Joe
Veneto (virtual and in person) to assist you through
the process

» Assembly of all necessary resources within your
organization to achieve the agreed-upon goals

« Dedicated time to research, scripting and story
development to support your experience

» Development of web content and a landing
page(s) to support your experience(s)

« Creation of promotions, marketing and sales
initiatives

Visit travel.utah.gov/elev8-utah/ for full details and to apply.






